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Summary

A brief selection of steps we have taken over the past period
- Based on the new course we set out, we have drawn up climate plans, bringing the 2030 targets into focus for the
first time. We have worked with a broad alliance of parties to find solutions to the nitrogen problem.

- Together with trade unions, we have drawn up a recommendation for the government (Social and Economic Coun-

cil Medium- and Long-Term Recommendation), aimed at giving workers greater security and companies greater
agility, for example by bringing an end to endless chains of temporary contracts. This is now being put into law.

+ To implement the new Rhineland Model 2.0, we have also drawn up a Tax Governance Code, which requires com-
panies to provide an insight into where they pay what tax, and the Corporate Governance Code has been amended.

+ We have strengthened the link to society at various social levels (national and regional) and in relation to all man-
ner of themes. We have achieved this by setting up a ‘bridge infrastructure’ and a community of ‘bridge builders’.
This has allowed all kinds of initiatives to be discovered/developed and encouraged companies to participate in
them, from the 'Warme huiskamers' initiative through to the ‘NL werkt aan werk’ programme.
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That means our security is no longer a
given. The same goes for our economic
security too. When it comes to new tech-
nology, an international race is raging in
which Europe is lagging well behind. The
US trade war with China is persisting and
threatening to turn Europe into a pawn.
For critical raw materials we are highly
dependent on a small number of countries
who will not hesitate to use this position of
power against us.

After taking stock we are therefore giv-
ing a number of new emphases to the three
pillars of our course from 2021. Above all,
however, we are adding a fourth pillar: the
security and economic resilience of the
Netherlands.

When it comes to the economy pil-
lar (Productive NL), we need to step up
the pace significantly to ensure that our
productivity and business climate improve
again. With regard to a social Netherlands,
the next step to help people regain control
over their lives means focusing on social
innovation. For the sustainability pillar we
need to focus as much as possible over the
coming years on implementing all existing
climate plans and start building circular
production chains (also with our independ-
ence in mind!).

The new fourth pillar, our resilience,
calls for steps including building up a
robust military capacity, increasing our
independence where critical raw materials
and key technologies are concerned, and
focusing more attention on countering
cybercrime and crime that undermines
society.

In 2021 we also included an investment
agenda in our new course. In this update
we explain that the Netherlands needs to
continue with this, especially now that the
public finances are the subject of much de-
bate. After all, we will improve our public
finances by investing.

But however good our agenda is for
the Netherlands, everything hinges on
our country's ability to get things done.
Our government is overburdened and
lacks implementation capacity. It will not
be able to resolve the issues facing the
Netherlands on its own. Entrepreneurs
are problem-solvers. Getting things done
is very much their strength. That is why
they are keen to be part of the solution to
the Netherlands' problems in the years to
come.
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